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An American Text-Book of Physiology. By H. P. Bowditcb, 

M.D.; J. G. Curtis, M.D.; H. H. Donaldson, Ph.D.; W. H. 

Howell, Ph.D., M.D.; F. S. Lee,.Ph.D.; W. P. Lombard, M.D.; 

G. Lusk, Ph.D.; W. T. Ponter, M.D.; E. T. Reichert, M.D.; and 

H. Sewall, Ph.D., M.D. Edited by William H. Howell, Ph.D., 

M.D. W. B. Saunders; Philadelphia, 1896. 

The present portly, if not over-bulky tome, is an excellent repre¬ 
sentative of the class of works, filled with good material with too 
much padding. Fully one-quarter of its matter might have been 
pruned. One of the causes of redundency is the overlapping of sub¬ 
jects; this is quite marked in the physio-chemical portions of the 
volume. There is, we think, a lack of proportion in the treatment 
of the different chapters; some, while very excellent in themselves, are 
too encyclopedic for a text book; while others are pushed for space, 
events express a bare outline of the subject. 

This later defect, we believe, is especially evident in the chapters 
upon the nervous system and the special senses. 

In the chapter upon the nervous system the author presents much 
of the matter already published in his work upon the “ Growth of the 
Brain,” which, while very valuable as information, is, we consider, 
at times apart from the subject in hand. Much of the more recent 
anatomico-physiological knowledge of the nervous system is entirely 
omitted, and in the chapter upon the special senses the lack of this 
same element constitutes a glaring fault of omission. 

From the standpoint of workmanship the book is fair, being well- 
printed and illustrated; but, as already indicated, it is too bulky. 

The Year-Book of Treatment for 1897. Lea Bros., Philadelphia. 

This is the 13th issue of this “ hardy annual.” Its 700 pages of 

closely-printed text has been carefully prepared by well-known Eng¬ 
lish writers. Dr. Ernest S. Reynolds has the Department of Mental 
and Nervous Diseases directly under his charge. Twenty pages have 
been devoted to his department, and deals with only seven subjects. 
The same may be said of this book as of the American Year-Book, 
namely, that not enough space and matter are devoted to this import¬ 
ant department. 

The American Year-Book of Medicine and Surgery. 1897. W. 

B. Saunders, 925 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 

The volume for 1896 of this admirable resume of the recent ad¬ 
vancement and researches in the various departments of the medical 
sciences received such universal recognition that it seemed there would 
hardly be much left for any one to note and advantageously arrange 
so as to be useful as an additional accession to one’s library; but the 
nearly twelve hundred pages of matter that are given to us to examine 
teems with information for the student and investigator in every 
branch. Out of the sixteen departments, ten are arranged by Philadel¬ 
phian contributors. The rest is divided among well-known men of 
New York, Chicago, and Cleveland, Ohio. That on nervous and 
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mental diseases is under the direction of Archibald Church, M.D., 
and Hugh T. Patrick, M.D. It is by no means as complete in its 
compilation and analysis as other departments in this work. If the 
editors consider that 69 pages is sufficient to review the work in this 
department of medicine, or if there has been a feeling on the part of 
the contributors that they have exhausted the subject, we can only 
say that neurology has not been given a fair representation. The ar¬ 
rangement of the subjects in hodge-podge confusion is to be deplored. 
What is noticed, however, is fairly well and concisely abstracted, but 
only found by the most excellent of indexes.. The work is well illus¬ 
trated and the printer’s work most excellent; and it will prove a ready 
practical work. It is not a question any more, why systems of medi¬ 
cines and encyclopedias are being superceded by these yearly resume 
works—the question is one of up-to-date versus out-of-date; and a 
practical work of this kind should be as complete as possible all along 
the line of the recent advances. 


A Text-Book of Materia Medica, Therapeutics and Pharmacol¬ 
ogy. By Geo. Frank Butler, Ph.G., M.D. W .B. Saunders, Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 

The excuse to write another text book, in this case, is the most 
valid one, if the finished work is of any value, and the apology lies in 
Dr. Butler, being a professor of materia medica, desires to use in 
teaching what he considers a clear, concise and practical work. When 
one begins to test an efficient remedy, he starts on the road labeled 
“ faith,” and begins to reflect; so when a book is labeled for permanent 
reference, no less than the requirements of the class room. The sign 
board speaks with an authoritative tone that challenges investigation. 
The first thing the reviewer did, was to ascertain about the treatment 
of vertigo. He found a most admirable index and found cubeb, page 
651, and valerian, 388. As to reference to inform him, “ Internally— 
cubeb is recommended in certain nervous disorders, such as headache 
impaired memory, vertigo, and fainting, and has been thought bene¬ 
ficial in certain cases of paralysis; ” and valerian, “ Nervous headache 
and vertigo due to cerebral anaemia and irregular distribution of blood 
are, in the majority of cases, promptly relieved by valerian or ammo¬ 
nium valeriante.” As this comprises the treatment of vertigo, we feel 
that in this book, at least, we have not received our money’s worth; 
disappointment seems to start with the investigating traveler at the 
outset. As far as the neurological therapeutics in the entire work go, 
it is only fair, there is the old fault of, it is reported to be of value 
in—.” We like to see therapeutics obtain a positive purgation of other 
authentic opinions and positive assertions, and give the readers the 
impression that at least the author had a confidence in his opinions 
and written statements, and had thoroughly tested doubtful inferences. 
The description of drugs and the toxicological consideration is excel¬ 
lent. He disinguishes between an “ unlowered action ” and “ poison¬ 
ings;” by the former he includes the susceptibility and idiosyncracy of 
the patient toward certain drugs, and the later refers directly to defi¬ 
nite influence. The chemical and pharmacological departments are 
treated sparingly throughout the work. There is, however, a very 
valuable reference chapter, on page 49, on pharmaceutical preparations, 
and extends 75 pages. The classification then follows of considering 
the drugs under disease medicines, antiseptics, symptom medicines, 
and topical remedies. Our popular publisher, W. B. Saunders, has 
made a handsome, well-printed, agreeable-sized and reasonable book, 
and we prophesy that if the author’s students peruse and con well the 
contents, that they will be fairly equipped to all dosing requirements 
of modern and ancient times. 



